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Connection Group Questions
November 1, 2020

Series: 30 Days of Gratitude
Message: “Be That Guy”

Luke 17:11-19

11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between
Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had
leprosy[b] met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud voice,
“Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed.

15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud
voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a
Samaritan. 17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other
nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to God except this

foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”

Open

In his 2008 book, “Thanks! How Practicing Gratitude Can Make You Happier," Robert A.
Emmons, wrote:

“Grateful people experience higher levels of positive emotions such as joy, enthusiasm, love,
happiness and optimism, and that the practice of gratitude as a discipline protects a person
from the destructive impulses of envy, resentment, greed and bitterness.”

In Philippians 4:6-7 we read,

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

The science is in and it affirms what the Bible has always taught: an attitude of gratitude is a

life-changer.

e How important is gratitude on a scale of 1-10?

e Do you consider yourself a grateful person? If so, have you always been grateful, for was this
something that you intentionally developed?

e Have you seen people changed by gratitude? Or perhaps a lack of gratitude?
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Discuss

Read Luke 17:11-19

Jesus was a man on a mission. He was “on his way.” Do you have a driving mission indoor
life? If so, what, and what difference dos that make in your daily living and choices?

Lepers formed colonies on the outskirts of society. All the other differences (Jew or gentile)
didn’t matter any longer. Do you see any parallels with society today? Has the church been
guilty of casting out people who need to be embraced and welcomed? What would it look like
for the church to welcome modern “lepers?” Can we get more conformable with calling out
our illnesses and asking for help?

The lepers called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” They get the person,
position and petition right! How can this be a model for our prayers? Are you willing to get
loud and cry out for pity?

The lepers obey Jesus before they are healed. Then they are healed on the way. How is this a
lesson in faith? What can we do before the answer to show faith and obedience to Jesus?
Also, they healing happens without any pomp or show. Is this a lesson in itself- do we need to
make a show if faith and healing? Share your thoughts.

One, the Samaritan, came back praising God in a loud voice. Again, is there a lesson of praise
here? He fell at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. Have you ever thanked Jesus for all he’s done for
you?

Jesus seemed saddened that the other nine did not come back. Does this surprise you? How
does this show us the humanity of Jesus?

Jesus says to the man, your faith has made you well, or more literally, saved you. What is the
connection between healing and gratitude and salvation?

Apply
30 Days of Gratitude has begun. | you don’t have a journal grab one of ours!

Each morning write 3 things for which you are grateful. (It's best to do this in the morning.)
Bonus: Also write 3 goals or aspirations for the day.

Each evening, before bed write 3 reflections: what was great about your day, what could have
been better, what will you do differently tomorrow?

Double Bonus:Top off your day by writing a Thank You Note to send to someone.
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